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School of Communication and Media:
The Hub for Election Night Coverage
Student-driven broadcast livestreamed on multiple platforms

Low
Student
Voter
Turnout
Heather Berzak
Assistant News Editor

News lab reporter Kate Braunstein interviews student Dan Rief about how he canvassed for the Murphy campaign.

Sam Carliner
Staff Writer
Last night, Montclair State
University’s School of Communication and Media (SCM)
was buzzing as students, professors, professional staff and
local journalists joined together to provide live coverage of the New Jersey gubernatorial election in their new
building.
From 7:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.

natorial election in their new
building.
From 7:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.
the SCM transformed into
a news center that could be
described as nothing short of
professional. Greeters welcomed guests entering the
building, while the election
results were projected on a
large screen right by the entrance of the building. Right
across from the screen was
a news lab packed with stu-

dents and staff working camera equipment and conducting interviews.
“I thought it would be pretty cool to be in the action,”
said student production
assistant Chase Voorhees.
“Usually we would learn to
be behind the camera for basic projects in class, but this
is real life.”
Corey Smith, another student production assistant,
was in charge of one of the

eleven cameras used for
coverage. He found the live
show to be more in-depth
than last year’s national election coverage.
“I thought it was really cool
because it was a really big
event that took a lot of time
and planning to get everything just right,” Smith said.
“We did a similar one last
year for the presidential elec-

After the polls shut down
at 8 p.m., Democrats rallied over Phil Murphy’s victory, but many Montclair
State University students
remained indifferent the evening of Tuesday, Nov. 7 after
the votes came in.
“[There was] a lack of enthusiasm from on-campus
campaigners and Montclair
State about the importance
of this election,” said sophomore Alyssa Ruiz when
comparing it to the presidential election in November of
2016.
According to junior family and child studies major
Jenai Robinson, who assisted
in running the voting table,
roughly 200 Montclair State
students were documented
voting in Machuga Heights,
nearly half of the turnout for
the 2016 presidential election.
Junior accounting major
Brittany Palusezek did not
have any interest in participating in the election.
“If Montclair State talked
about [the election] more, I
would’ve felt more obligated
to vote,” Palusezek said.

SCM continued on Page 3

Election continued on Page 2
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The American Experience
Global students talk about living in Montclair State’s dorms
Sara Amore, a 26-year-old
education major from Melbourne, Australia, has just
started her semester abroad
at Montclair State University.
She is one of 54 international
exchange and visiting students who wish to dig deep
into the American culture
and enrich the campus with
their unique perspectives.
To make the most of her
stay, Amore was hoping to
live with Montclair State University locals in order to learn
more. Instead, she shares an
apartment in the Global Living Community (GLC) with
only other international students.
“I think we are kind of
separate from actual American students,” said Amore.“
I thought we would live
with an American because
we came here to get to know
that.”
The GLC is an on-campus residential community

that houses people from all
around the world on two
floors of Alice Paul Hall in the
Village. Aromas from almost
all continents of the world
spread through the hallways
when students from Italy,
South Korea, the Dominican
Republic or Australia start
preparing their dinners each
night. What is missing for
some of the international students, like Amore, is the scent
of America.
Only 18 out of 72 students
in the GLC are American citizens or permanent residents.
As a consequence of singlegender apartments and other
issues, many living arrangements are made without a
student who already knows
the campus and – perhaps
most importantly – life in
New Jersey.
Angela Cant, the International Student and Scholar
Advisor at Montclair State,
is responsible for housing
arrangements in the GLC.
Cant says one of the biggest
challenges is how short inter-
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Students enjoying an evening in an all internationals apartment with food
and drinks.

semester with international
students.
“The people here are so
amazing and friendly,” said
Antonov. “Each time you
meet someone in the hallway
it’s like a conference of nations.”
Keanan Carter, another
American student who has
been living in the GLC for a
year, recalled an event with
the first international student
he met here.
“I was with Etrit Haxhiu
from Kosovo the night the
election happened,” Carter
said. “We were both sitting
on my bed and he was coming in with a bottle of wine
saying that if the ship goes
down, we should have a
drink together. I will never
forget that.”
While Americans at the
GLC benefit from connections
all around the globe and gain
inspiration to travel abroad,
international students could
ideally become friendly with

national students’ stays are,
which is why housing incoming students requires a huge
amount of flexibility.
“The annoying thing is that
I need to tell American students that I can’t guarantee
them a spot because I have
to wait for the international
requests,” said Cant. “What
I recommend is that students
also apply for another place

to have some room secured.”
Few Americans apply
specifically for a place in the
GLC, so many internationals
do not get the chance to share
their semester with local residents.
Max Antonov, an American
student who received a room
in the GLC, doesn’t want to
live anywhere else on campus after spending just one
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Election: Some Students like that Murphy
supports the LGBTQ community
Continued from page 1

Republican Chris Christie
remained the New Jersey governor for two terms, equalizing eight years in office.
Jake Gongora, a junior English major, is thrilled to see
what the new change in political party will do for the state.
“I’m really excited that a
Democrat won in response to
last year’s presidential election,” Gongora said. “I believe

a lot of people went this direction as a result of the current state of the country as a
whole.”
Some of Phil Murphy’s
platforms included improvement in the inclusion of the
LGBTQ community along
with proposing free community college for New Jersey
residents.
Junior family science and

American: Global Students wish they were
more immersed with American Students
Continued from page 1
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human development major
Christine Yi is particularly
looking forward to how Murphy will enact these solutions
within the next four years.
“These are small, yet meaningful steps that New Jersey
residents would appreciate
from him,” Yi said.

Lisa-Maria Schantl| The Montclarion
Exchange student Sara Amore from Australia in her apartment in the
Global Living Community.

American students so they can
get involved in activities and
improve their English.
“My English is improving
a lot,” said Ingeborg Aaserud,
an international student from
Norway. “My American flatmate shares much inside stuff
with us, which is great.”
Resident Assistant Gregory
Miller agreed that each room in
the GLC should have at least one
Americanroommatewhoknows
the campus and can be trusted.
He suggested greater promotion of this housing opportunity
to get regular Montclair State
students involved.
Although there has been
no aggressive promotion yet,
Cant supports the idea to mingle international students with
American students to ensure
cultural exchange. She aims to
pair internationals with more
locals in housing in the future.
“We even had marriages in
the GLC,” said Cant. “You just
never know who you’re going
to meet.”

Red Hawk Rap Sheet
Friday, Oct. 27
Long Hill Road: Patrol Officers responded to assist the
Clifton Police Department
(PD) with an intoxicated male
student. Clifton PD were informed that when they arrived on the scene, Conor B.
Kimball, a 19-year-old male
from River Vale, New Jersey,
appeared to be intoxicated,
was holding an open container of alcohol, had no pants
on and was wearing a banana
costume. Kimball was causing a disturbance by banging
on a residence door trying to
enter the home. Kimball was
issued a special complaint
summons by Clifton PD for
underage consumption of alcohol and was transported to
Clifton PD to wait for a family
member to take him home.
Friday, Oct. 27
Hawk Crossings: A female
reported that she used the
laundry room and when she
returned hours later, $300.00
worth of clothing was missing
from the dryer. This incident
is under investigation.

Monday, Oct. 30
School of Business: Patrol
Officers and the Little Falls
Fire Department responded
to a report of five students
trapped in the elevator. After an hour, the fire department was able to remove the
individuals from inside. It
was determined that the five
individuals were “goofing
around” inside the elevator
and jumping up and down
while the elevator was in motion, thus causing it to stop
and get stuck between floors.
This incident is being referred
to the Dean Of Student’s Office for further action.

Thursday, Nov. 2
CarParc Diem: A female commuter student reported that
while waiting for a parking
space, an unknown female
driving a white Toyota cut her
off and took the parking spot
she was waiting for. The unknown female began to curse,
yell and scream at the complainant. The complainant
wanted to report the incident
in case something happened
to her car when she returned
later. This incident is under
investigation.

Graphic by Claudia Habrahamshon
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Saturday, Oct. 21
School of Communication
and Media: It was reported
that approximately $9,000
worth of camera lenses were
taken from an unsecured camera case. The student who
signed out the case did not
check it and when it was returned, the lenses were missing. This incident is under
investigation.
Monday, Nov. 6
University
Book
Store:
26-year-old Frank Perez of
Belleville, New Jersey, was
arrested for shoplifting after
being observed by video surveillance and staff stealing
multiple books. Perez was
also wanted by the University
Police Department for a prior
shoplifting incident that occurred on Oct. 26 inside of the
University Bookstore. Perez
was charged with two counts
of shoplifting, two counts of
criminal trespassing and possession of a controlled dangerous substance. He was processed and transported to the
Passaic County Correctional
Facility without bail.

Anyone who has information regarding these incidents
is urged to call the police station at T-I-P-S (8477).
All calls are strictly confidential.

themontclarion.org
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Honoring Veterans with Flag Raising Ceremony
The university begins annual Veteran’s Week

Tiffany Baskerville
Staff Writer
Each year, Montclair State
University honors veterans
and current service members
during the Veteran and Military Recognition Week. This
year, the veteran celebration
kicked off on Monday, Nov. 6
with a flag raising ceremony.
The ceremony is traditionally held outside by the Student Center flag pole, but it
occurred indoors in the Student Center conference room
due to inclement weather.
Inside the conference room,
President Susan Cole spoke
about how this event deserves
more engagement and awareness from the student community, since there was a very
small group of people who attended. Cole also mentioned
how Montclair State shows
their respect toward student
veterans by reciting their
names during commencement ceremonies while they
are serving overseas.
“For many student veterans,
including myself, the notion of
walking into a classroom after
more than four years serving in
the military can be an intimidating, daunting and downright
uncomfortable experience,”
said Student Veteran Association(SVA)PresidentConnorAbbamonte, who served in the U.S.
Navy for four years. “I quickly
found that the discipline, maturity and work ethic that were
instilled in me throughout my
military service not only gave
me an advantage in the classroom but served as the catalyst
to my success here at Montclair
State.”
Abbamonte ended his speech

Babee Garcia| The Montclarion
Soldiers from the Army National Guard assist Student Veteran Association President Connor Abbamonte in raising the American flag.

by expressing how student veterans’ military experiences are
assets to the classroom and
campus community.
After the ceremony, the
small crowd of students, faculty, visitors and U.S. Army
veterans assembled outside to
conclude the ceremony with
the raising of the U.S. and
Montclair State Student Veterans Association (SVA) flags.
As veteran soldiers stood in
formation and saluted to the
flags, the audience was wel-

comed with a performance of
the national anthem, given by
Montclair State student Alexandra Kilcoyne.
Kilcoyne, a first-semester
graduate student majoring in
vocal performance, expressed
her honor to perform the national anthem.
“I think it is important that
we honor and pay our respects
to the veterans in this country that paved the way for all
of us to have such liberties,”
Kilcoyne said. ” We need to

honor them and sincerely
thank them for their service.”
Since the passing of the post9/11 G.I. Bill, which resulted
in veterans’ benefits including
full tuition and fees for in-state
colleges, more veterans have
returned home and enrolled
in colleges nationwide. This
results in the difficult journey
of transitioning from military
service to college student.
According to the SVA’s
Hawk Sync webpage, the
group has made it their mis-

sion not only to pay honor to
military vets but also to serve
as a “home base” for veteran
and military students to assist
them with the transition to college life.
The SVA, in honor of Veteran and Military Recognition
Week, has posted all the upcoming events and ceremonies
on the university’s Facebook
page and Hawk Sync website.

Election: Preparation for the live broadcast began several weeks
ago

Continued from page 1

Heather Berzak| The Montclarion
Joe Amditis and Kate Braunstein discuss the live map of New Jersey that was created by NJ Spotlight.

tion, but this one incorporated
a lot more.”
Deeper within the SCM
there was even more behind
the scenes action, such as a
makeup room, an interview
studio and an industrious
control room packed with
students bringing all the segments together.
“It was hectic, and it was
loud, and a lot was happening,” said Stanley Wiercinski,
a student assistant in the control room who was in charge
of cutting between various
cameras and graphics. “It was
really fun, and it was a great
experience.”
Associate Director of Broadcast and Media Operations
Patty Piroh believed the night
was a success and emphasized
how multimedia played a big
part in providing well-rounded coverage.
“For a collaboration of this
magnitude to have WMSC,

Wired Jersey, the crew from
Carpe Diem, the Montclarion,
the Center for Cooperative
Media [and] to have reporters
via Skype stationed all over
the place to bring it all together, it’s really an ambitious endeavor and one that we were
successful with,” Piroh said.
“It’s just a really great experience for me as director to
watch our students rise to the
occasion and really succeed,
and I’m really proud of them.”
The coverage itself consisted of four time blocks, each a
half-hour long. These blocks
were organized by four senior
producers Lucia Ruby-Godoy,
Christina Urban, Lataya Rothmiller and Patrick Cicchetti.
The production overall, was
run by executive producers
Alexandra Clark, Lataya Rothmiller and Georgia Salvaryn.
Student produced packages ranged from the possibility of marijuana legalization,

insights on the role of memes
in politics and the potential
of free community college
tuition. Hosting the event in
the news lab were student
news anchors Christian Curatola and Gina Bakri as well
as student news reporter Kate
Braunstein.
The coverage was broadcast in a livestream over various web platforms such as
the Montclarion Facebook
page, the campus radio station
WMSC 90.3 and the official
website for the Center for Cooperative Media.
“Several New Jersey news
comments members who we
work with at the center have
been here and have been interviewed by students,” said
Stefani Murray, the director
for the Center of Cooperative
Media. “I’ve talked to four or
five of them and they’ve all
said it was a great experience.
They’ve all said it was very

professional. Their interviews
were well done and they were
really impressed.”
Coverage did not just end
with on-campus participation.
There were plenty of reporters off campus reporting from
Newark, Ocean County and
the headquarters of the two
main candidates for governor,
Phil Murphy and Kim Guadagno.
Throughout the coverage,
the results of the counted ballots were shown on a stateof-the-art map created by NJ
Spotlight. The map project
had been done for the past
three years, but this was the
first time the map project had
been incorporated into the
broadcast of the election. At
one point, the NJ Spotlight
Map had even provided more
accurate results than The New
York Times.
“Usually we have sort of two
parallel operations going on:
the map and then they do their
broadcast, and we get looped
in a little bit,” said Associate
Director of the Center for Cooperative Media and Coordinator of the NJ Spotlight Map

Joe Amditis. “This time we’ve
had meetings every Tuesday
for the last several weeks,
trying to get this thing ready
to go doing rehearsals, doing
runthroughs, doing the meetings and setting up.”
There were minor difficulties. Interviews were rescheduled to different time blocks
and coverage was even more
difficult to maintain due to
CNN announcing Phil Murphy as the projected winner of
the election halfway through
the livestream. However the
news team worked quickly
around these conflicts to
keep the production running
smoothly.
“I don’t think it went anywhere near as planned, but
that said it still went very
well,” said senior producer
Patrick Cicchetti. “Between
our efforts and especially the
executive producers being
on-point with everything, we
made it happen. Looks like
that’s how it was supposed to
happen and that’s all you can
ask for.”

Heather Berzak| The Montclarion
News anchors Christan Curatola and Gina Bakri reporting on the live stream.

Student Reactions
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“Basically what I know is that
Kim Guadagno is a lot like
Chris Christie and I heard
very little about Phil Murphy
so I wasn’t really sure who I
should’ve voted for.”
-Amanda Eustice

“I’m really happy Phil won
the election. Virginia also
got the first transgender lawmaker which is great because
it will add more representation.”
-Lily Headley

“I’m from out of state so I
don’t know anything about
the New Jersey elections.I
was updated on the municipal elections in my town in
Connecticut.”
-Taylor Randolph

themontclarion.org
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To Election Results
“It’s great that we now
have a democratic governor in the state of
New Jersey. Hopefully
he does change things.”
-Vincent Villapando

“Everyone I was talking
to said they were voting
for [Murphy]. I felt like
it could have went either
way, but I had a feeling
he was going to win.”
-Nelson Carol

“I think legalizing marijuana will be good to
keep people out of jail,
but it can also cause
some issues. [Phil Murphy] seems pretty good.
A lot of people seem to
like him.”
-Airena Bromfield

themontclarion.org
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Corporal Alfredo Garcia:

Student Veteran to Help Fellow Veterans with Mental Illness

						

Alfredo Garcia before traveling to Greece on his deployment on the 22nd MEU last year.

				

Photo courtesy of Tyler Jones

Photo courtesy of Steven Medina

Alfredo Garcia and his Marine friends in Crete, Greece during their liberty hours.

			

Babee Garcia | The Montclarion

Alfredo and Babee Garcia wear their service bravo uniforms to lunch at an Applebees in Meridian, Mississippi.

Christina Urban
News Editor
Alfredo Garcia has seen the devastating affects
that depression can have on individuals, especially
those that have served in the military.
“What made me open my eyes was the fact that I’ve
seen very close friends take their own lives,” Garcia
said.
After four years in the military, the marine started studying psychology at Montclair State University in hopes of helping veterans with post-traumatic
stress disorder (PTSD).
Garcia moved to the United States from the
Dominican Republic with his father in 2003 at 9
years old. He explained that seeing skyscrapers was
a “culture shock” from living with his mother and
grandparents in a wooden house.
Garcia joined the Marine Corps at age 20.
“I was at a point in my life,” he said. “I was thinking, ‘What is the meaning of life?’ Or like, ‘what am
I doing with my life?’”
While in a community college in New York, Garcia saw a recruitment station for the Marine Corps.
He believed that the United States had given him
many opportunities, and he wanted to give back.
“My way of helping out and doing something for
the people was joining the military,” Garcia said.
In the Marine Corps, Garcia worked as an aviation
supply specialist and earned the fourth enlisted
rank of corporal. He was deployed overseas in July
2016, traveling all over to countries such as Syria,
Greece, Germany, Djibouti, Italy and parts of Africa. He returned to the United States right before
Thanksgiving in November 2016.
Garcia has been awarded multiple medals
throughout his military service, including a National

Babee Garcia | The Montclarion
Alfredo and Babee Garcia on their first date at the Single Marine Program (SMP) in their
Military Occupational Speciality (MOS) school in Meridian, Mississippi.
		

Defense Service Medal and a Global War On Terrorism Service Medal. He was also awarded a Marine
Corps Good Conduct Medal, which is earned by Marines who served honorably within the past three
years.
He also received three certificates of commendation by his commanding officer for being the leading expediter for Squadron 264, along with a Sea
Service Deployment Ribbon for spending months
overseas in 2016.
"[Garcia] is dependable, and I always looked forward to working with him," said Cpl. Alberto Mattson, who worked with Garcia within his unit MALS26 in New River, North Carolina."We would always
accomplish the mission together [while] sharing a
few laughs along the way."
When the veteran went to community college, he
had not declared a major. After serving in the military, the 24-year-old realized he wanted to get a
psychology degree to help veterans struggling with
mental illness.
Garcia stated that he has seen veterans have
their mental and physical states affected by war and
believes that they need support through the aftermath. He wants to help the military community as
they are an important part of our society.
Garcia chose Montclair State to be with his wife,
Babee Garcia, who studies journalism. The pair met
in the Marine Corps after boot camp training. She
was his squad leader in marine combat training
in North Carolina, where he learned strategy and
weapon training.
“She was so energetic and this person who had
so much courage," Garcia said. "I was like, ‘You
know what? This is the girl I want to go for.’”
Adjunct psychology professor Diane Hefferon,
who has taught at Montclair State for 10 years and

is one of Garcia’s professors, expressed the importance of getting more students who are willing to
study mental illness.
“PTSD and TBI (traumatic brain injury) have
gained a lot of popularity because there have been
a lot of military coming back,” Hefferon said. “We
really need a lot of people willing to work with veterans and really work with PTSD.”
She also mentions most of the clients she works
with outside of Montclair State suffer from brain or
spinal injury and substance abuse. Usually, PTSD is a
common reason for the substance abuse.
According to Hefferon, the psychology field is a rewarding experience.
"One of your big strengths is you need to have
empathy, so if you’re going into the field you need
to be empathetic,” Hefferon said.
Garcia said in the Marine Corps he felt united with
the other servicemen and servicewomen. After being honorably discharged from his service, the lack
of communication between his brothers at arms has
made him feel lonely at times.
“I wanted a family," Garcia said. "I joined the military, and I [felt] like I found it. Now that I’m out — I
told Babee — I’m very lonely.”
While the lack of communication is difficult,
Garcia said one of the good things about joining
the military is that if he needed to reach out to his
brothers at arms for support, he could.
Garcia said his mother and wife are proud of
his decision to go into psychology. After completing
his bachelor's degree at Montclair State, Garcia will
look into getting his master's.
- This article was originally published in HawkTalk Magazine.
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Robert
Membreno, Professor of Spanish and Latino Studies, glances over as he teaches his class.

Chanila German | The Montclarion

A Taste of Women’s Culture:
Professor Robert Membreno
"I come from a family with many sisters. Not only did I witness the
way relationships impacted them emotionally but their experiences
made me want to focus on the systems of oppression all women face
[in] Latin cultures."

- Robert Membreno, Professor of Spanish and Latino Studies
Bryanna Luciano
Assistant Sports Editor
Picture walking into your Monday night class with energy that could
beat a Red Bull by miles. Enthusiasm is
plastered across each student’s face as
they prepare themselves for a lecture of
laughter. Latin music booms from the
professor’s laptop at the front of the
room, making you want to clench a rose
between your teeth and salsa with your
nearest classmate.
The environment of the classroom is so
laid back and relaxed that you forget it is
a two-and-a-half hour lecture. No judgments are made, allowing students to
feel comfortable enough to willingly participate and discuss different viewpoints.
This class persuades you to rethink your
perspective once you listen to the life lessons and experiences the professor and
fellow classmates have to share.
The hardest part is trying not to adore
the petite frame and cheesy smile of the
man at the front of the podium. His crisp
white button-down is perfectly tucked in
his wrinkle-less dress pants, and his gold
belt adds a taste of flavor to his professional attire. His accent echoes throughout the University Hall classroom and
his jokes will unexpectedly make you
burst into laughter.
No matter what race or ethnicity you
are, professor Robert Membreno teaches
you about the women of Latin American
culture through film and fiction. His Latin studies course persuades you to step
into the lives of not only Latinas and Hispanics but of women in general and analyze the systems of oppression they face.
Membreno, professor of Spanish and

Latino studies, is by far one of the most
appreciated professors on campus. His
background of more than 10 years as a
professor from numerous campuses,
including Montclair State University,
William Paterson University, and Kean
University, proves how well-rounded
and experienced he is. His positive and
upbeat attitude is not unnoticed and favored by many students on campus.
Junior business major, Stephen Stylianou, who took Membreno’s class last
semester, recalls the class as one of his
favorites.
“He constantly engages with the class
and will go the extra distance for his students,” Stylianou said. “The entire premise of the class and how relaxed I felt
made me want to be there.”
As a male figure, it is surprising how
deep Membreno’s passion goes towards
the topic of feminism, especially for Latin
American women.
“I come from a family with many sisters,” Professor Membreno said. “Not
only did I witness the way relationships
impacted them emotionally but their experiences made me want to focus on the
systems of oppression all women face
[in] Latin cultures.”
Today, the feminist movement has
significantly increased, so what better
time than now to have a professor that
promotes equality of women and addresses the obstacles that Latin American
women face from all cultures.
His most recent study was spent in
Puerto Rico focusing on the social and
political controversies of groups of women on the island. Initially, Membreno
planned to conduct his research inside
the United States; however, he could

not find the available texts he needed to
analyze the Latin American women and
characters in iconic books and other literature.
While Membreno reflected on his research, his happiness and gratuity towards the residents on the island could
not be overlooked.
"What I appreciated most about the
trip was how compassionate and supportive the native people were," Membreno said. "They were beyond helpful
and their charisma to help find the proper texts I needed, [which] made it a wonderful experience.”
Membreno also studied at Antonio de
Nebrija University in Madrid, Spain.
The university is extremely noteworthy
because it was the first college to publish the Spanish grammar book in 1492.
When asked about his biggest professional accomplishment, Membreno listed
completing the postgraduate program at
the college as one of his top accomplishments.
He also continues to impact the student body of Montclair State by teaching
students about cultures worldwide and
focusing on the promotion of feminism
and appreciation of Latinas, Hispanics
and all women.
Junior art major, Lianna Perez said
Professor Membreno’s teaching had an
impact on the entire class.
“The class was definitely memorable
and something I will not forget," Perez
said. "His way with words and conversation added some comical relief. I can
honestly say that not [myself], but the
entire class felt the semester was enjoyable.”
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The Hawk Crossings apartment sign on Clove Road, Little Falls, NJ.

Paranormal Activity:

Hawks Crossing Apartments Believed To Be Haunted
Heather Hulmes
Contributing Writer
Various students around campus
have claimed that the Hawk Crossings apartments, located just outside
of Montclair State University’s campus
on Clove Road, are haunted. Many residents have either heard eerie stories or
experienced the haunted happenings
first-hand.
“These apartments are definitely
haunted,” said junior business major
Tiaira Bratlam, while widening her
eyes. “I notice objects move by themselves all of the time.”
Montclair State is an old campus.
The first building, College Hall, was
constructed in 1908. Many residents
suspect that this is the reason why
there is paranormal activity.
Hawk Crossings residents of 2017
have their own stories about the
strange paranormal activity that they
have experienced. Students have reported hearing odd noises, flickering
lights and shaking doors. Residents
also reported seeing objects move and

strange shadows in the woods at nightfall.
However, some students are skeptical about whether or not the claims are
true.
“I have heard many people talk
about paranormal activity in the
[Hawk] Crossings apartments,” said
junior mathematics major Aliena Hull,
a Hawk Crossings resident. “One of my
friends told me it was haunted before I
moved in, but I don’t really believe in
ghosts. When I hear strange noises, I
just assume it is from the residents that
live next to me.”
On the other hand, Hull’s roommate
Racquel Cordero, a junior mathematics major, is convinced that the apartments are haunted. Cordero explained
that she notices odd occurrences all the
time.
“One time I was sitting on the couch
with my boyfriend," Cordero said. "I
stood up to make a cup of coffee. All
of the sudden me and my boyfriend
heard a loud thump. I looked over and
the garbage can lid was swinging by itself, as if someone hit it."

Residents are not the only students
who claim that Hawk Crossings is
haunted. Staff members also have bizarre stories.
“At RA training, they told us to ignore the rumors because Hawk [Crossings] isn’t haunted and there is nothing
to worry about,” said Rachel O'Neill, a
junior fine arts major and resident assistant at Hawk Crossings. “But after
a couple of months living here, I think
otherwise. The other day, I was in the
Hawk Crossings office and random objects started falling in the boss’s room.
I walked into her room to check if she
was there, and she wasn’t.”
It is believed that the Hawk Crossings apartments are haunted because
they were built on top of an Indian
burial ground in the 1970s. Although
there is not a lot of evidence to support
this claim, there is proof that Montclair
State’s campus was in fact a Native
American campground.
In "Montclair State University, A Century of Triumph Over Circumstance,"
by former history professor Thomas
Moore, the author explains the history

of Montclair State in detail. According
to the book, Montclair State decided to
construct more buildings in order to
accommodate the increased popularity of students interested in 1917. The
campus decided it would no longer
be located just in the city of Montclair
and expanded the campus into Clifton,
too. A few years later, students around
campus found arrowheads and other
material on the site in Clifton.
“It was [evident] that the land had
once been inhabited by the Lenape
branch of the Delaware Tribe,” Moore
wrote. “Montclair memorialized the
Lenape history by naming their athletic teams the Indians, which eventually
was changed to Red Hawks in 1989
when sensitivity to [the] dignity of Native Americans occurred in society."
For decades, students have been associating the paranormal activity with
the fact that the land once belonged to
a Native American tribe.
"I don’t care what anyone says,”
O'Neill said. “Too many weird things
happen in [Hawk Crossings] apartments for them not to be haunted.”

'The Storyteller': Four Stories, One Book
Gabriella Dragone
Staff Writer

“The Storyteller” is a psychological fiction novel written by The New York Times
best-selling author, Jodi Picoult. The story follows Sage
Singer, a baker who works
alone in a bakery on the night
shift to avoid people in the
day. An unlikely friendship
forms between Sage and a
95-year-old man named Josef
Weber, who reveals he was
once a Nazi SS guard at a concentration camp. When Josef
requests Sage for a favor, she
must make tough decisions
to comply or refuse. During
this ordeal, she uncovers the
truth of her own family history and the importance of
forgiving.
The novel is told through
four different points of view:
Sage, Josef, Sage’s grandmother, Minka, and Leo, a
Nazi investigator. The setting shifts from the point of
view of the characters with
the majority of it taking place
in New Hampshire but with
flashbacks to Auschwitz.
The novel is also split into
two parts.
Part I revolves around Sage
and her developing friendship with Josef. He recounts
his time working in the concentration camp and how he
became the man he is now.

							 Photo courtesy of Jodi Picoult’s website
The cover of the novel, “The Storyteller” by Jodi Picout.

Part II, the larger portion
of the novel, revolves around
Minka's experience in the
concentration camps. The
reader follows her journey

from before being put into a
ghetto to the camps she manages to escape from. At the
end of Minka’s point of view,
the reader is transported back

to present day and learns if
Sage fulfilled Josef's request.
The overriding theme of
“The Storyteller” is the concept of moral choices. It ex-

plores the choices that people have when it comes to
moral issues and how those
choices are made or justified.
In Sage’s case, she is faced
with a moral dilemma when
asked a favor by Josef. At first
it seems easy, but the choice
becomes more complicated
when she learns what Josef
claims to have done and how
it relates to her grandmother.
In all, "The Storyteller" is
interesting and helps to enhance the reader's interest
in the Holocaust. The story
contains many plot twists
and surprises that keep the
reader on the edge of their
seat. There is not one point of
view that is not compelling,
and every storyline ties in
well with the main storyline.
It also does not lose the reader's focus or main concept
while including other characters' points of view. For those
who like romance novels, this
book also contains a small
amount of romance between
two of the main characters.
“The Storyteller” is a very
detailed and vivid story that
enhances the horrors of the
Holocaust and focuses on the
tough choice the main character must make to benefit
her and possibly, her grandmother and the Jewish community.
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DECEMBER 22, 2017 – JANUARY 12, 2018
Earn credits from
wherever break
takes you—
including home.

register at montclair.edu/winter
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Caramel Apple Frenzy

Students Participate In Do-It-Yourself Activity
Photos by Sunah Choudhry

(Left) Caitlin Po, a freshman majoring in accounting, pours sprinkles on her candy apple while Bobby Serrani, the Graduate Coordinator for Commuter Student Programs and
Services (right) refills the toppings.

The Commuter Student Programs and
Services (CSPS) held their final Commuter
Happy Hour of the year at the Rathskeller,
located in the Student Center, on Nov. 7,
2017. The event took place from 12 p.m. to
2 p.m. where students decorated their own
apples with tasty toppings at an open caramel apple bar.
"I was really excited because I love candy
apples," said sophomore and family science
and human development major Cindy Fernandez. "My favorite part about the whole
event was putting on my own toppings."

Caitlin Po, a freshmen and accounting major, taking a bite out of her
candy apple masterpiece.

Sliced apples topped with chocolate chips, chocolate syrup, gummy
worms, sprinkles and mini marshmallows.
An event worker taking apples to cut them into smaller pieces for students..

Freshman psychology major, Ymoni Mctier , posses with her mask after
finishing decorating it.

An event worker pouring chocolate for students to pour on their
candy apples.

Gianna D'Aloia, an undeclared freshman, poses with her sliced apples with multiple candy toppings.
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WINTERSESSION
2018
REGISTER NOW!

www.middlesexcc.edu
Choose from a wide range of courses that meet
December 27-January 13 on the Edison campus.

Earn credits toward your degree
Complete 3 credits in 3 weeks

Best value in the region – tuition is only $110
per credit for Middlesex County residents.

2600 Woodbridge Avenue, Edison, New Jersey

#3 Wintersession Ad 2017-18 - Montclair University 10.75x21.indd 1
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Help Wanted
$25-35 / CHINESE SPEAKING TUTOR NEEDED
I am looking to hire a part time tutor to continue my
Chinese Studies. The tutor should be proficient in
both English and Mandarin. The primary emphasis
would be conversing in Mandarin to further to
enhance conversation abilities. Would like to have
1-2 lessons/week, each being two hours. Lessons
would take place nights after 6pm, ideally at home
in nearby Wayne, NJ. Transportation provided if
necessary as well. The purpose of my studies is to
become fluent in Chinese as I am a business professional in an industry where the ability to speak
Mandarin is a big asset. I have been studying a for
a few years so I would be considered to be at an
Intermediate level. My most recent tutor returned to
China upon graduation from MSU. Pay rate starts
at $25 per hour and would go up to $35 per hour
based on your experience level in teaching others. If
interested, please email kevinm528@optonline.net
PART TIME CASHIER NEEDED / MONTCLAIR
Nicolo’s Italian Bakery & Deli in Montclair is looking for a friendly, outgoing, quick learner to work
part time as a cashier in our busy bakery. Responsibilities include taking care of customers and light
cleaning. Weekday hours are very flexible. Saturday
& Sunday hours are a must. If interested, please
email resume to:
zook327@hotmail.com or call:
973-454-4861
AFTER-SCHOOL SITTER / MONTCLAIR
We are looking for a sitter for our daughter (age
13) for after-school hours (2:00 – 5:30 pm) Monday
– Friday. Responsibilities include picking up from
school, driving to and from practices and helping
with homework. Please be willing to hang out, have
fun and be comfortable with small dogs. Occasional
driving for our 16 year old son as well. Clean driving record and your own car needed. If interested,
please e-mail: theschroeder4@gmail.com

Classifieds
Help Wanted

Help Wanted

$15 / AFTER SCHOOL NANNY NEEDED /
GLEN RIDGE
Looking for an after school sitter/ nanny for our
daughter (age 4) starting 9/25/17. Responsibilities
include afterschool pick up, homework help (working on reading, writing and mathematics), creative
play, preparing dinner for our daughter and bath
time. Potential to drive her to after school activities
once she is settled with the current school hours.
Potential for full day help on public holidays also a
plus. Regular hours are Monday through Thursday
WORKOUT WHILE GETTING PAID!, CALDWELL
3:00 – 7:00 pm and Friday 3:00 – 5:30 pm. More
This job is a full day position, working from 8 am to approx. 5 pm. Superior Cleaning, LLC is looking for engaged, hours available if desired in the mornings (Mon –
motivated students. We are a small business with openings Fri) from 7:35 – 8:35. Prior experience with children
for house cleaners & team managers. It’s a therapeutic way is preferred, use of own reliable vehicle is preferred.
Must be CPR certified with a clean driving record.
to work out and we are constantly engaging and trainIf interested (or are able to meet some of the needed
ing employees. It’s a great way to earn extra cash on your
free days. We don’t work nights or weekends and we will days/ times), please email juliadolfin@hotmail.com
work around your school schedule. Call:
$15 / COMPANION/CARETAKER / NORTH
(973) 575-3309 for application info!
CALDWELL
$15 / HR, SPRING / SUMMER BABYSITTER NEEDED, Seeking responsible, caring and intelligent companion and helper for a 91-year old mother, afternoons
GLEN RIDGE
and evenings. She is sharp as a tack, but is a little
Seeking a reliable & responsible sitter for 2 children. Our
current MSU sitter is going home for the summer so we are unsteady on her feet and needs some help around
fixing meals, assistance with everyday tasks around
looking for a new sitter to start week of May 15th. Spring
hours M-F from 2:30 – 6:30 pm. Summer hours 20-30 hours her apartment, help her into/out of her car and
a week depending on summer camp schedule. Must have drive her to see friends, do errands or go to the doctor. The job would include simple cooking, some
clean driving record and dog friendly. Duties include:
light cleaning (she has someone in weekly to clean,
After-school pick-up, homework help, and driving to /
but dishes/bed making may be helpful in between)
from activities. Contact: Ceng01@gmail.com.
and other tasks as needed. We are seeking 10- 20
$15 / HR, BABYSITTER NEEDED, SPRING / SUMMER, hours per week from now until December, and are
paying $15/hour. She is located in N. Caldwell. If
CLIFTON
interested, please contact: degroot.lesly@gmail.com
Reliable & responsible sitter needed for 3 children and a
small dog; M-W-F from 3 – 7:30pm. Must have own car.
$15 / AFTER SCHOOL BABY SITTER
Duties include: After-school pick-up, homework help,
We are looking for a reliable, enthusiastic, and kind
prepping simple meals, and driving to / from activities.
after-school babysitter/nanny for 5 days/week
Contact:
(Mon to Friday) from 2:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. We have
Blayneybreakers@gmail.com.
two kids ages 9 and 6.5 years old. Responsibilities
$15-$20 / HR, P/T BABYSITTER NEEDED FOR NORTH include pick up the kids from bus stop each day at
3:15 p.m., fix a snack, driving them back and forth
CALDWELL FAMILY, ASAP!
from/to their after school activities, supervising
Perfect job for earning extra cash before your classes even
start for the day! Looking for a responsible, energetic & re- and engaging our kids and their friends on play
liable babysitter for our two great boys, ages 7 & 4. Hours dates and light cooking and housekeeping. Applicants must have energy to be genuinely interested
are 7:30 am – 9 am on Tuesday & Thursday mornings.
Responsibilities include: Helping the children get dressed, & engaged with our two children (to read books,
brush teeth, preparing breakfast & driving them to school play, and get some homework done), a reliable car
(North Caldwell & Caldwell). Must have experience with & valid US driver’s license and great references.
If interested or if you can recommend someone,
children. Please call or text Allison if interested:
please contact me at shilpani@yahoo.com
(917) 902-4124.
$15 / HOUR AFTER-SCHOOL SITTER, MONTCLAIR
We are looking for a sitter for our two children (ages 7
& 10) for after-school hours (3:30 – 5:30 pm) Mon, Wed,
Thurs & Friday. Responsibilities include school pick-up
in Montclair, transportation to after-school activities, and
overseeing homework. We are looking for someone who
has own car, clean driving record and is fun, reliable, and
trustworthy. If interested, please e-mail:
emily_zelner@yahoo.com.

PART TIME CUSTOMER SERVICE / CUSTOMER ENGAGEMENT SPECIALISTS NEEDED /
LIVINGSTON
CycleBar Livingston, a premium indoor cycling
studio franchise is looking for friendly, outgoing,
team players to work part time in customer facing
roles. Morning (early and late), Evening & Weekend
hours available. Approx 10-15 hours/week. Must
have reliable transportation. Perks include unlimited free rides during non-work hours. $10-$12/hr
depending on experience. If interested, please email
resume to:
CHILDCARE / DRIVER NEEDED FOR UPPER MONTlivingston@cyclebar.com
CLAIR FAMILY
Seeking a responsible, reliable person to pick up two
$15/HR / SITTER NEEDED, S. ORANGE
(busy!) middle school children from school in Montclair,
Looking for an after-school sitter for two girls (ages and drive them to their various sports and lessons, walk
7 and 10) starting Sept. 5th. Responsibilities include our friendly Labrador, and help with errands. Must have
picking up at school, transporting to and from after reliable car, good driving record, and strong references.
school activities (using our car), helping with home- Nonsmoking home. Can be for 1, 2 or 3 afternoons a week,
work, preparing dinner, handling kids’ laundry and 2:30pm to approx. 7pm. Email:
kitchen clean up.
Judigermano@gmail.com
Regular hours are 2:30-/7:30 Monday through
Friday. Prior experience with children is preferred.
$15-20 / HR, BEFORE or AFTER SCHOOL, DRIVING
Must be able to cook and have a clean driving
SITTER, LIVINGSTON
record. If interested, please email:
Seeking responsible care for two children (age 3 & 6).
southorangesitter123@gmail.com
Monday to Friday, 7:00 am-9:00 am to assist with breakfast,
light clean-up & getting the kids to school. On some workday afternoons, we may need someone from 3:30 – 5:30
NEW RENTAL LISTING, VERONA
pm to pick-up from school, light snacks, homework assist,
Updated one bedroom apartment on 3rd floor of
driving to local sports & supervision of play. Must have
owner occupied multi-family home near Verona
own car with a clean driving record. Experience preferred
Park and downtown shops, restaurants and yoga!
& a reference(s) required. Email:
Use of common yard and front porch. Parking for
yihongzhu@live.com or text:
one car. No smoking please. No laundry on premises. Window a/c not included. 232-238 Claremont (973) 520-6980.
Av in Verona. $1375 Listed by Coldwell Banker
Realtors. If interested, please text Janet Sklar, Saless $15-$20 / CHILD CARE / LITTLE FALLS
Assoc for appt. 917-312-6111 or email janet.sklar@
Seeking a babysitter in Little Falls (near MSU campus) for
cbmoves.com Off 973-233-2300 Equal Housing Op- 2 children age 6 & 7. Duties include pickups and drop-offs
portunity. Owned & Operated by NRT LLC.
to school (walking distance) and after-school activities and
some light housekeeping. A safe driving record and great
$15 / HR, AFTER SCHOOL BABYSITTER
references are required. You should be willing to help with
NEEDED, GLEN RIDGE
homework and engage our curious children. An interest
Seeking a reliable & responsible after school sitter
in music and the arts is a plus. We have two very friendly
for 2 children (Ages 7 and 9). Hours M-F from
dogs. Hours are approximately Monday to Friday, 7:30am
2:30 – 6:30 pm. Must have clean driving record and – 9:30am; 3pm-6pm. We have flexibility if you can only
dog friendly. Duties include: After-school pick-up,
work the afternoons. If interested, email me at
homework help, and driving to / from activities.
huipingny@hotmail.com
Contact: Ceng01@gmail.com.
$15 / CLEANING PEOPLE
$15 / NANNY NEEDED, LIVINGSTON
Looking for people to clean and organize a home. Tasks
Looking for a nanny for two girls (ages 9 and 6)
include scrubbing tub, steaming floors, etc. All materials
starting 9/1/17. Responsibilities include picking
for this job are supplied. If interested, please contact Lucy
up at school, transporting to and from after school
at: 201-306-6030
activities in Livingston and nearby towns, helping
with homework, preparing dinner & baths. More
hours available if desired on an as needed basis.
Regular hours are 2:30-6/6:30 Monday through
Friday. Prior experience with children is preferred,
use of own reliable vehicle required. If interested,
please email:
Charles@willowlakedaycamp.com

$15/HR / CHILD CARE / BLOOMFIELD
We are looking for a loving, fun, and reliable
student to help out 2-3 nights per week with dinner/lunch prep and picking our 1.5 year old son
up from daycare (a short walk from our house),
feeding him dinner, and starting bedtime routine.
Days and hours are negotiable. Generally M, W, F
from 4-7pm. The first hour would be dinner prep
and light chores around the house like putting son’s
laundry away, then pick him up around 5 for play,
dinner, getting ready for bed. Occasional additional
hours available, if desired, for date nights, etc as
needed. Must have prior baby sitting experience,
specifically with toddlers. No car/driving required,
but parking is readily available. We are located next
to Brookdale Park off the 72 bus line. If interested,
please email:
shelleycolon@yahoo.com
ACTION TOGETHER NEW JERSEY
Tired of current politics? Want to see climate, equality and human rights prioritized? BE the change!
Join, choose a team based on your interests, and
help (or follow along)! Check out: http://www.
atnj.org!
$35 / MATH TUTOR & HOMEWORK TUTOR
NEEDED / GLEN RIDGE
Looking for a fun and upbeat Montclair State
University student who is interested in tutoring my
son in Math and help him with his homework. My
son is in 9th Grade at Glen Ridge High School. A
male tutor is preferred, as we feel like this would be
a better fit. He should be available in the afternoon/
early evening twice or three times a week. If interested please email: Dworak@verizon.net

themontclarion.org

For Rent/Other
ROOM RENTALS & PARKING
SEEKING FEMALE GRAD STUDENT,
MONTCLAIR
Seeking Female Graduate student to share
house, 1 mile from University. Private Loft Bedroom, Lots of space, backyard, off street parking.
Avail.3/1/17. Small dog, cat O.K. $700 + utilities.
Contact Donna:
(973) 714-5501 or
dbrenner7295@gmail.com.
*NEW LISTING*, ROOM FOR RENT, MONTCLAIR
Wonderful attic room for rent on the 3rd
level of a beautiful house in Montclair. Close to
downtown & 3 train stations. Great for Students!
We are a 4 person family and have parking &
laundry included! Rent is $920 with utilities and
internet. Some furniture available if desired.
Please contact me at: Moonbearxo@gmail.com.
SAVE $$$ – ROOM RENTALS ACROSS
FROM MSU
Female students: Fall Room Rentals 2016 school
year. Furnished – across from campus. Internet
included. Singles or shared. Available NOW.
Call: (973) 778-1504.
OFF-STREET PARKING
Reasonable Off-Street Parking, M-F. Only 3
mins. walk to MSU Bridge & Shuttle! Call (973)
819-0334, Sun-Sat, 5am-8pm ONLY.
OTHER
ARE YOU IN CRISIS OR STRUGGLING?
HEALING, HOPE AND HELP CAN HAPPEN!
Please CALL the National Suicide Prevention
Lifeline at 1-800-273-8255 (TALK) at any time
to speak to a counselor and get support. You
can also connect to the Crisis Text Line by
texting “Hello” to 741-741 to be connected to a
counselor. All services are free, confidential and
available 24/ 7 for anyone in crisis.

DO YOU

LIKE

TO WRITE?
DO YOU

LIKE

TO CREATE?
DO YOU

LIKE

TO GET INVOLVED?
IF SO, JOIN

THE MONTCLARION
CONTACT
MONTCLARIONCHIEF
@GMAIL.COM
FOR MORE
INFORMATION
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Murphy Makes Moves for Students

round 8 .pm. on
Tuesday night, Democratic
nominee Phil Murphy won the
New Jersey governor’s election. If his campaign promises
are enacted, great changes will
be made for our state. College
students have gained a governor who values our education
and future. Murphy has promised lower college tuition and
state-based refinancing for student loans at lower rates, which
means that we take out another
loan from the state to replace
our school loans with lower interest rates. Dreamers, undocumented people under Deferred
Actions of Childhood Arrivals
(DACA), are promised more
financial aid options. Murphy
also promised to provide instate financial aid to Dreamers

among other benefits.
Whether we are still attending college or not, Murphy’s
changes will be beneficial for
both current and future college
students at Montclair State University. Our younger siblings
and cousins will be able to attend free community colleges
and have lower college tuition.
We would be able to refinance
our loans with lower interest rates, which is something
our previous governor did not
implement. We can graduate
knowing that we will not have
to spend a huge chunk of our
lives paying our school debts.
The news from Tuesday night
feels like a sigh of relief. While
we may still be paying our
loans, being able to refinance
them will help us pick our-

selves back up, especially when
we fall on difficult times. This
would be helpful for students if
they took advantage of it. Either
way, it is possible that Murphy
may have thought of students
and remembered how it felt to
be a recent graduate.
Murphy did not only consider plans for the citizens of
New Jersey, he also thought
of helping DACA students as
well. Dreamers are currently
not eligible for federal aid nor
state aid from New Jersey. If
Murphy chooses to change this
policy sooner rather than later,
then DACA students will have
less financial burdens weighing
on their shoulders.
Even if lower college tuition
and free community college
might not benefit students

graduating this year or next, it
will be significant in the long
run. According to The National
Center for Education Statistics,
the number of students over 25
is projected to increase by 2025.
The enrollment rate of these
students will reach 16 percent,
while students under 25 will
drop to 13 percent. Post baccalaureate students can return
to college for multiple reasons.
With lower tuition and free
community college, returning to school for post-degrees
should be a smoother process.
People already in the work
force would feel more confident
in their decision going back to
school and in the future they
are creating.
Now that election night is
over, New Jersey Governor Phil

Murphy’s time in office will be
judged based on if he can fulfill his campaign promises. The
real test will come in the form
of enacting his promises into
legislation and policy. As college students, we have options.
We can hope that Murphy will
fulfill most of his promises, or
we can use our voices when the
next election arrives.

“I’m pretty pumped. I was
rooting since day one. I think
he will benefit students because he is more for education.”

“I regret to say I was kind of
misinformed and it snuck up
on me. However I’m pleased
overall with the election. I
was also happy to see that
in Virginia they elected their
first transgender legislator.”

“I think [it] was obvious he
was going to win. It’s weird
having another Goldman
Sachs governor. I definitely
think he’s good for New Jersey, though.”

“I didn’t vote. I was fully
aware of all the candidtaes
and what they were offering.
Hopefully some good change
will come out of it. That’s all
you can really hope for. ”

-Harrison Gordon,
Communication
and Media Arts
Junior

-Cara O’Rourke,
Business Hospitality
Senior

Campus
Voices:
How do you
feel about
the outcome of the
governor’s
election?

-Sean Singiser,
Filmmaking
Junior

-Mia Henderson,
Family and Child Studies
Senior

Thumbs Up

Thumbs Down

Phil Murphy wins governor’s race

Texas church shooting

First transgender officials elected
into office

Ex-MLB pitcher Roy Halladay dies in
plane crash in Gulf of Mexico

93-year-old World War II veteran
elected mayor of Tinton Falls, N.J.

Record low voter turnout at 30 percent
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Russian For Misinformation

Americans should not fall for fake news on social media

W

hile
many of us
have been
annoyed
with
the
term “fake
news” beNICHOLAS
ing thrown
DA SILVA
around so
STAFF WRITER
carelessly,
we should take it seriously to
a certain degree. It should be
used as a cautionary term when
we see news stories or pieces of
information that either appear
suspicious or have been produced by suspicious sources.
Members of social media
companies like Facebook and
Twitter were questioned by the
Senate and House intelligence
committees regarding Russia’s
use of the social media outlets
to spread misinformation leading up to the 2016 presidential
election.
Nicholas Fandos, Cecilia
Kang and Mike Isaac wrote
an article for The New York
Times recently that discussed
the vast expansion of misinformation spread by the Russians

through social media. One proConfederate ad, created in October 2016 by a fictional Facebook group, was estimated to
have received 40,000 clicks. The
article also revealed that 126
million American citizens were
reportedly exposed to Russian
created content and misinformation on Facebook.
While it is alarming that so
many Americans were exposed
to this content, one would likely
think that most people would
have enough common sense
to not completely trust social
media — especially not for the
coverage of something as significant as the election of the
country’s next president. But it
is simply not the truth because
social media was one of the pivotal forms of coverage during
last year’s election.
On Election Day last year,
Sam Sanders wrote an article
for NPR discussing social media’s role in the election. Part of
Sanders’ article was a list of the
top 10 campaign moments that
received the most mentions on
Twitter from both presidential
candidates. For each candidate,

their lowest-ranked moment in
the list had well over 600,000
mentions on Twitter. Hillary
Clinton’s highest-ranked moment had over 2 million mentions, while Donald Trump’s
highest-ranked moment had
over 4 million mentions.
Social media is one of the primary outlets people use these
days to hear the news and discuss what is going on. While
credible news outlets use social
media to provide the public
with the truth, many people fall
into the trap of believing stories
posted on social media without
any factual backing to it whatsoever.
CNN has over 38 million
followers on Twitter while The
New York Times has about 40
million followers. By comparison, pop star Katy Perry has
over 100 million followers on
Twitter. Even though we are
counting Twitter accounts from
all across the globe, 60 million
more people follow a pop star
than two of the most credible
news outlets in the world.
If an American avoids CNN’s
coverage of a major news event

and instead chooses to believe a
fictional report from a source on
social media that is not credible,
they have to hold themselves
accountable. When we read a
story that looks suspicious, the
first thing we should do is go
on credible news websites, like
ABC News or the Associated
Press, to see if they are reporting the same story.
There are fact-checking websites that will reveal if certain
news outlets are truthful or if
they even exist. There are a lot
of people in this country who
use every excuse they can to
justify their ignorance to what
is going on in America. Even
though social media can spread
false information, it can also
provide the facts on breaking
news stories faster than any
outlet has ever done before.
Instead of taking advantage
of the ability to efficiently receive the right information,
many of us have taken it for
granted. People should take it
upon themselves to use critical
thinking skills and do research
when they see a story that
seems too good to be true. Ev-

ery person needs to put political
biases aside and get their facts
and information from credible
news sources.
Russians spreading misinformation through social media was an unethical move designed to affect American votes
in last year’s election. It should
serve as a cautionary tale to
avoid the fake news that may
seem convenient from some
viewpoints and instead become
more knowledgeable about the
reliable news outlets in our
country.

Nicholas Da Silva, a journalism major,
is in his fourth year as a staff writer for
The Montclarion.

Slaying the Anxiety Beast
Solutions to managing anxiety at Montclair State

A

nxiety can act
like a bully
who corners
kids in a
playground
to prey on
JESSE SANZARI
their insecuCOLUMNIST
rities, especially at their
weakest moments. It’s is an emotion that plagues many people
and should be more openly discussed. According to the Anxiety
and Depression Association of
America, anxiety affects 40 million adults in the United States
ages 18 and older. With this
alarming statistic, it is important
for people struggling with anxiety to know they are not alone.
As stated by Harvard Health
Publishing, anxiety is the body’s
natural reaction to stress. Almost
everyone can recall a time when
they have been stressed out before taking a big exam or going
out on a date. Anxiety can become a problem when it starts to

interfere with our daily lives and
for some people overcoming anxiety is a daily struggle.
There are simple ways to
help overcome anxiety. One is
to calm down and bring peace to
your mind. A lot of people find
that deep breathing techniques
and yoga help them calm their
thoughts. Goodnight Yoga is
an evening yoga class offered at
the Student Recreation Center
at Montclair State University on
Thursdays and Sundays. Sunrise
Yoga is offered every weekday
morning at 8 a.m. Both of these
classes are wonderful and can
help students find more peace
and relaxation in their minds and
bodies.
While under stress, the mind
and body can affect the way the
other works. When the mind
is working on overdrive, the
body feels physical exhaustion
and pain, according to Harvard
Health Publishing. By practicing
deep breathing techniques, you
can train your mind and body to

relax and unwind from anxietyinduced stress. Meditation can
also be key in overcoming anxiety and depression. Both take
practice in order for them to be
effective, but they are worth it.
Coloring books are another
great option for those of us with
anxiety. Adult coloring books
sometimes feature intricate patterns and geometric shapes. When
focusing on creating a wonderful
masterpiece, it becomes hard to
pay attention to racing thoughts
and nagging insecurities.
There are many different activities to get involved with on campus, whether it be clubs or Greek
Life. Red Hawk News sends out
weekly emails about events. Attending them can be a great way
to de-stress and ease yourself into
the college life. Students should
take advantage of the tools and
resources available to them at
Montclair State.
The Drop-In Center offers a
craft event every week for students to unwind and de-stress

while meeting others. It meets on
Wednesdays from 12:30 p.m. to
2 p.m. The Drop-In Center also
hosts Fireside Chats, an activity
for students to relax and socialize
by the fire.
For students who suffer from
social anxiety, they know their
anxiety peaks in large group settings. Those with social anxiety
often fear saying the wrong thing
and being judged when interacting with people. Carrying a book
to read for whenever the nerves
start coming is a great way to be
prepared.
It is also important to understand that no one is staring or
judging, it is just inner fears trying to take control. The most
important thing is to focus on
managing anxiety, not trying to
completely get rid of it. Learning how to control reactions to
certain situations and discovering what triggers each person’s
anxiety is a great way to manage
it. Journaling can help keep track
of the different anxiety triggers

each day.
Remember that no matter what,
you are never alone. There is always someone going through a
similar situation, so it is best to
find someone to talk to about it.
If you are feeling anxious or depressed and need someone to talk
to, stop by the Counseling and
Psychological Services (CAPS)
office in Russ Hall. Managing
anxiety can be hard and these tips
might not work for everyone, but
it’s worth a try if there’s a chance
to learn how to slay the anxiety
beast.

Jesse Sanzari, a communication and
media arts major, is in her first year as a
columnist for The Montclarion.

HAVE SOMETHING TO SAY?
Become a columnist !
Say it with us.
Email: Montclarionopinion@gmail.com
Concerning Editorials and Columns

Main editorials appear on the first page of the Opinion section. They are unsigned articles that represent the opinion of the editorial board on a particular issue.
Columns are written by individuals and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of The Montclarion staff.
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EMMA DANTE
U.S. PREMIERE
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Performed by Compagnia Sud Costa Occidentale (Italy)
In Sicilian and Apulian dialects, with English supertitles*

November 16 – 19

Engage!
These events are free and open to the public.

Live Literature

With PaulA Neves and Judy Hall

Nov. 17 @ 2:30 pm
NO CHARGE FOR MONTCLAIR STATE UNDERGRADS
Courtesy of the Performing Arts Fee

All others

$20

Alexander Kasser Theater Lobby
Readings that celebrate Le Sorelle Macaluso.
Live Lit is a project of the First Year Writing Program.

Community Conversation

973-655-5112 | peakperfs.org
Alexander Kasser Theater
Convenient parking in the Red Hawk Deck.
“Le Sorelle Macaluso.” Photo: Carmine Maringola
Programs in this season are made possible in part by the National Endowment for the Arts and
the New Jersey State Council on the Arts, a partner agency of the National Endowment for the Arts.
Arts + Cultural Programming | Peak Performances gratefully acknowledges the invaluable collaboration with the Inserra Chair in Italian and
Italian American Studies and the Italian Program (Department of Modern Languages and Literatures) at Montclair State University.
* English supertitles by Montclair State University student Marta Russionello, supervised by Dr. Marisa Trubiano and Dr. Teresa Fiore (Italian
Program, Department of Modern Languages and Literatures)

November 18, post-performance
Join the company of Le Sorelle Macaluso
to share reflections and responses
immediately following the show.

themontclarion.org
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Professor Kate Cosco is a synthesizer/
keyboard player as well as a pianist.
She is also a composer of jazz, new
age and indie music. She describes her
background in jazz and what she loves
most about music.

A: Well, that’s a tough question.
I don’t know about my proudest
moment, but my most fun moment
would have to be when I played
jazz on the big stage. I played at
the [Mercedes-Benz] Superdome
in New Orleans. I shared the stage
with many big acts, including the
well known band “Chicago.” It was
a very fun experience.

Q: At what age did you first become interested in music?
A: I began playing piano at age five
and have been involved with music
ever since.

Q: What do you find most interesting about the history of jazz?
A: I would say how it has survived
the many different phases of the
20th century. It has grown and
developed through the years and
it continues to develop. I find it
interesting how jazz has survived
through the numerous wars and
events over the years. To truly appreciate the richness of jazz, people
must put the effort into learning
about its cultural history. You must
calm down and listen.

Q: How does your love of music
translate into teaching students?
A: I like to bring fun, interesting
and catchy music to my students’
attention. I like to play popular
music that has commercial success
and discuss the music with my students. I want to introduce them to
music that I like and discuss different tastes in music.
Q: Who is your biggest influence
in jazz?
A: Well it started with jazz fusion.
That was my first major influence.
As all things change over time,
my influences changed and now I
would have to say that bebop artists have the most influence on me
currently.

Professor Kate Cosco teaches Intro to Jazz at Montclair State.

Photo courtesy of Flickr

Professor Artist Profile:

Professor Cosco

Q: What is one piece of advice you
would give to aspiring musicians?

Q: In your opinion, what artist has
had the most significant influence
on jazz?
A: There are too many to name, but
I will say that Miles Davis is one of
the good ones. He has changed jazz
many ways. He was a key figure
in the development of jazz, and he
played with his heart.
Q: What lessons have you learned
along the way?

A: A piece of advice that I would
give to aspiring musicians is to be
diligent. Work hard. Also, if you
play an instrument, practice often.
You must build a repertoire. Another important piece of advice is
to go out and see other people play.
Observe what they do and that will
help you in your own practice.

A: One important lesson I have
learned is that you cannot always
play music or anything for that
matter solely for the money. You
must play for yourself and dedicate
yourself to your art to truly succeed
at what you do.
Q: Describe performing on a big
stage in one word.

Q: Throughout your music career,
what has been your proudest moment?

A: Exciting

Professor Kate Cosco is seen playing piano at an event.

Photo courtesy of Flickr

Willow Smith’s ‘The
1st’ Has a New,
Mature Sound

The cover art for Willow Smith’s album “The 1st.”

Ahmad Khalif
Contributing Writer

Willow Smith continues her evolution
from child pop star to soulful contemporary artist with her second album, “The
1st,” as it builds an emotional connection
among listeners.
For the new album cover, there is an
up-close-and-personal shot of Smith looking deep in contemplation. Smith revealed
to Refinery29, “This album is the first step
into me diving 100 percent into my musicality.”
Smith tells “the Rolling Stones” that,

Photo courtesy of Genius.com

“I’ve been trying to put myself in more
uncomfortable positions musically and
this is my first step.”
The first track, “Boy”, shows this artist
has come a long way from her headbanging first single, “Whip My Hair.” Smith
sings a confessional track, elegantly describing her newfound love for her boyfriend. As the theatrical intro continues,
she delves deeper into her feelings on
love and God.
This subtly leads into “An Awkward
Life of an Awkward Girl.” Her piano
composition is the delivery of an honest
approach on her own authentic sounds.
“And Contentment” is the first song

on this album that really puts the spotlight
on her vocal range and expertise. Smith has
no trouble transitioning from what sounds
like a soothing ghosts’ chorus to a powerful
witch’s summoning chant, which is backed
by an equally frightening drum line. The
combination is quite the thriller.
“Ho’ ihi Interlude” is a callback to her use
of tribal instruments in “ARDIPITHECUS.”
The brew that mixes with a combination of
her voice, choice of flute, and newly learned
guitar chords is entrancing. This track walks
listeners to a gate of enlightenment Smith is
experiencing first hand.
“Israel” is a gentle piece recognizing the
sadness of a friend and attempting to get
him to fight on through life.
“Oh No!!!” calls forth more of Smith’s
tribal flair with a speedy but brittle drum
line. This track is a realization of how deeply in love she is and how scary this experience is for her.
“Warm Honey” is soulful experience
showing her search for love. This soulful open-mic night setting is kicked down
and “Human Leech” rings in with all its
raw angst. As Smith’s vocals give light to
these feelings, she undergoes a progression
of thought, talking about a significant lover
who “sucks the life” out of her.

Truly a call to headbangers and shower
singers still not over someone they know
only drains them of energy, “Lonely Road”
is a follow-up to the thought of cutting off
leech-like. The trumpet coupled with her
voice on this track and the violin side by
side with Smith’s very own guitar strumming is just the kind of music I live for.
“A Reason” is a philosophical account
on finding a purpose in life. Her final track
“Romance” with its shimmering Spanish
chords, questions falling in love. This album only fails to interest me on the tracks
“Israel” and “A Reason”. These two songs
were not as supported by Smith’s instrumentality and lacked the spontaneity of her
other songs.
“The 1st” has allowed me to fall in love
with Willow Smith as a musician once
again. There were not many similarities
throughout the album besides Smith’s wonderfully soulful voice. I look forward to her
progression later in her career as she masters more instruments and social experiences to detail.
Willow Smith dropped her second album “The 1st” on Oct. 31, following up her
2015 “ARDIPITHECUS” album.
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Grammy Museum Experience at the Prudential Center
Honors New Jersey Legends and Entertainers in Music

The “Grammy Museum Experience” features Grammy awards designs from throughout the years.

Babee Garcia
Entertainment Editor

Some of music’s biggest icons have grown
up in New Jersey. These entertainers include
names like Whitney Houston, Bruce Springsteen, Bon Jovi, Queen Latifah and Frank
Sinatra just to name a few. The Grammy Museum Experience Prudential Center continues to keep their legacies alive, and shines
a spotlight on many talented performers
throughout time.
Officially opened to the public on Oct.
20, the museum commemorates and celebrates moments from the music industry’s biggest award show, the Grammys.
Throughout the exhibit, spectators can
examine the outrageous celebrity fashion
and performances from each year.
At an affordable price, the Grammy
Museum Experience Prudential Center
is the ideal place to learn about music.
People can read background information
Babee Garcia| The Montclarion
The Grammy Museum Experience at the Pruden- on every artist as they navigate through
tial Center is open Tuesday through Sunday from the tour, as well as watch performance
11 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Babee Garcia| The Montclarion

highlights on the TV screens throughout
the exhibit.
Interactive components of the experience include a Ray Charles “Hit the Road,
Jack” karaoke session, the Roland Live
stage that is occupied with musical instruments and the “Rap with Wyclef Jean”
studio booth.
Within the museum there is a wall of
autographed photos from recording artists ranging from Beyoncé to Taylor Swift.
There is also the drum set Bruno Mars and
a band called “The Time” used to honor
Prince on Feb.16. “The Time” started performing Prince’s “Jungle Love,” following an electrifying guitar solo and vocal
performance from Bruno Mars who performed his song “Let’s Go Crazy.”
Grammy Museum Experience Prudential
Center is a place that celebrates artists and
can be enjoyed by music enthusiasts of all
ages. Guests can partake in the Grammys
in more ways than just watching the annual Grammy Awards. They can indulge
in the pop culture event and explore a bit
of their own creativity through the interactive experience.
Babee Garcia| The Montclarion
Rihanna’s outfit when she performed on stage with hiphop artist Drake at the 2011 Grammy Awards.

Babee Garcia| The Montclarion
Throughout the tour, guests can view photos of past Grammy award winners and watch
memorable performances on TV screens.

Babee Garcia| The Montclarion
Throughout the tour, guests can view photos of past Grammy Award winners and watch
memorable performances on TV screens.

Babee Garcia| The Montclarion
The Roland Live stage features many musical instruments to play, including the hand percussion board and piano guitar.
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Destiny 2: PC Version vs. Console
Daniel Ortiz
Contributing Writer
“Destiny 2” is the sequel to the first
“Destiny” video game, made by game
developer Bungie and published by Activision. This game has had a lot of hype
surrounding it, especially because this iteration was released on the PC platform
unlike the first one. The console version
of the game has been out since September, while the PC version released on Oct.
24.
The “Destiny” video games are an online first-person shooter experience with
two parts to it.
First, there is the player versus enemy
part, which includes the game’s story missions and two other modes called “strikes
and missions” that are separate from the
game’s campaign.
Strikes are cooperative missions done in
teams of three, which are based on completing progressive objectives and usually take about 20-45 minutes to complete.
Raids, on the other hand, are more complex involved missions that require a sixperson team, higher-level gear and team
communication. It is essentially what a
player strives to complete due to the possibility of receiving high-level loot after
completing the raid.
Second, there’s the player versus player
aspect, which is called the “Crucible.”
In this multiplayer mode, a player is
matched up against people in reality. It
is made up of several game modes with
different objectives to complete, and the
game pairs a player with three other
teammates against four enemies.
This game definitely runs better on a
PC compared to a console. The PC version
has the standard array of options than
many gamers are accustomed to. There
are graphics settings to choose from to
make the game run better on a player’s
computer, key binds to change buttons to
his or her liking and support for 4K resolution up to 144 Hertz refresh rate.

Photo courtesy of Duel Shockers

Players fighting on one of many planets in Destiny 2’s expansive universe.

This heavily contrasts to the console
version, which looks and runs decently
but lacks the capability and customization of the PC version. Another problem
is that while the console version manages
to run at a resolution of 1080p, the game
only runs at a meager 30 frames per second (fps). The golden standard for gaming is at least 60 fps or over.
In 2017, 30 fps can be seen as laughable,
especially for PC players who have been
playing games over 60 fps for a decade.
The problem with 30 fps mainly shows
itself in competitive multiplayer where a
player is dealing with multiple situations
going on. When playing against actual
players, this can hinder gameplay.
I can say that when I first played the
beta version of the game, which was just
a test build that Bungie allowed players to

try out in August, I was shocked by how
stunning the visuals were. The kicker is
that I was only running the game on 1080p
with medium settings. The computer that
I tried it on had the lowest nine-series
graphics cards. This is an average graphics card, but it is below the recommended graphics card to play “Destiny.” This
does not mean a person is not able to play
the game if they do not meet the spec requirements. It consists of fiddling around
with the graphical settings, as the game
will not operate well if the computer cannot handle it.
Overall, I can say I had no issues whatsoever while playing the game. Bungie
definitely did a great job porting the game
from console to PC. It is essentially the
same game with more fidelity and fluidity added on, along with the option to play

with a mouse and keyboard.
I have yet to finish all that the game
has to offer, but the only problem I can
foresee in the future is content. Currently, the game only has a limited
amount of content to offer. Bungie is releasing more substance in a downloadable form. The game costs an additional
$30; however, it is worth the expense if
a player wants to play “Destiny” on a
PC rather than a console.

‘Pokemon the Movie: I Choose
You’ Brings Back Nostalgic Vibes
mon designs are both updated yet nostalgic at
the same time, which is hardly an easy feat to
accomplish.
Probably the film’s greatest strength was the
way it tackles the moral and human themes
that Pokemon has always been known for
such as friendship, hard work, adventure and
how to conduct yourself in order to achieve
your dreams. In addition to the kid-friendliness, the movie was not afraid to get dark at
times, especially at the climax.
As amazing as many aspects of the movie
were, it was not all perfect. While most of the
original content shined, some of the story felt
rushed and lacked the emotion that the originals had. Also, while the side characters were
great, their backstories could have been explored a little more. The film will give you a
small taste of the characters’ backgrounds but
not the rest.
However, probably the weakest aspect of
the film was the use of Pokemon’s classic bad
guys Jessie, James and Meowth from Team
Rocket. Unfortunately, there was no reason
for them to be in the film other than to provide comedy. Even then, the humor they provided will likely get a chuckle out of you. All
of Team Rocket’s screen time could have gone
to much better use.
Despite all of this, “Pokemon The Movie: I
Choose You” was a nostalgic, emotional adventure that offered a breath of fresh air to
the beginning of Ash’s journey. This movie is
definitely worth viewing for Pokemon fans of
all ages.

Adam Grassani
Contributing Writer
The “Pokemon” anime has been going on for
20 straight years. For every one of those years,
each season of the show has had a movie released first on television, before making its way
onto DVDs. Normally, that movie would be
based on the season that the anime is currently
on. However, for this season, to celebrate the
anime’s 20th anniversary, they decided to
do something special, and that was to create
“Pokemon The Movie: I Choose You.”
The film was released on Nov. 5 and took its
name from the first ever episode of the anime,
“Pokemon - I Choose You.” This is because
it was a retelling of the series’ pilot episode
and the entire first saga period. This decision
turned out to be a game changer for the movie
as the entire narrative of the beginning of Ash
Ketchum’s journey changed. The story of how
he and Pikachu met and bonded was seen from
a whole new angle.
Furthermore, the film could now choose from
all 802 known Pokemon from all generations
to give screen time to rather than be restricted
to just the original 151. This also allowed the
introduction of new characters, like traveling companions Verrity, Sorrel and their rival
Cross, all of whom contributed to the story and
were enjoyable to watch.
Arguably the biggest reason this film was
made was the major enhancements they could
make to the animation. It certainly paid off.
The movie was simply beautiful to watch. It
was a major step up from the original first episode. The visual effects of the battles between
Pokemon showed how far the series has come
in terms of animation. The character and Poke-

The poster for “Pokemon the Movie: I Choose You.”

Photo courtesy of Flickr
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Roboto-San

Roboto-San

The Contrasting Visions of
Artificial Intelligence and Robotics
in Japanese and Western Cultures

A Series of Lectures, Films and Special Events
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Additional Support has been provided by the Montclair Public Library, Montclair History Center, FIRST Mid-Atlantic Robotics Teams,
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Montclair Society of Engineers, Laboratory Robotics Interest Group (LRIG) Mid-Atlantic Chapter and Montclair TV34.
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For more information please call 973-655-4428 or
visit montclair.edu/csam/roboto-san

For more information please call 973-655-4428
or visit montclair.edu/csam/roboto-san

For
more
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For
detailed
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visit: montclair.edu/about-montclair/directions

For detailed directions visit:
visit montclair.edu/csam/roboto-san.
montclair.edu/about-montclair/directions

For detailed directions visit: montclair.edu/about-montclair/directions

Present

Clean Energy
Future
A Forum on Opportunities
for New Jersey

UFCW Hall 464A
245 Paterson Avenue
Little Falls, NJ 07424

November 14
7:00 p.m.
Space is limited! Reserve seats here:
http://atnj.org/CleanFuture
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‘Falsettos’ Breaks Ground on PBS

PBS’s “Falsettos” centers around a family’s love and overcoming obstacles.

Katie Coryell
Staff Writer
In October 2016, a groundbreaking musical
called “Falsettos” was revived on Broadway and
aired on the PBS series “Live from Lincoln Center” on Oct. 27, 2017.
“Falsettos” is about a tight-knit family that goes
through numerous trials and tribulations, only to
find out that in the end, love is what matters the
most. Set during the ‘80s, actor Christian Borle
plays Marvin, a man who leaves his wife Trina,
played by actress Stephanie J. Block. He replaces
her with his male lover Whizzer, who is played
by actor Andrew Rannells. The trio and the rest
of the family must face the aftermath of divorce,
coming out, growing up and true love in all of its
forms with a heartbreaking twist.
In 1992, homosexuality was not as accepted

as it is in today’s society, making this production
an astounding and socially relevant one. It was an
incredible experience to see homosexual relationships on a Broadway stage because it was so rare.
The messages and story line are so important that
it needed to be aired on national television for the
public to watch. Not only does it positively represent the LGBTQ community, but also everyone
trying to get through the craziness of life.
Music composer William Finn will bring chills,
love and heartache to anyone listening. The 2016
Broadway cast put their hearts on the line through
their talented singing and acting. Since the PBS
broadcast is over, the soundtrack is highly recommended, as it contains the entire story just as the
live production does. There are high energy numbers like “A Day in Falsettoland” as well as powerful ballads like “The Games I Play.” It is guaranteed that audiences will relate to at least one song
throughout the musical. In fact, they won’t only

Photo courtesy of @FalsettosBway on Twitter

relate, it will cut into their souls and will allow
them to have an emotional connection, which is a
quality that not all musicals have.
Andrew Rannells, Christian Borle, Brandon
Uranowitz and Stephanie J. Block were all Tonyaward nominated and deserve every praise for
their memorable roles. This show opened my eyes
to a different kind of beauty that I’d never seen on
Broadway before. It taught me lessons about how
life doesn’t always go as planned.
Fortunately, I got to see the show live last year.
At the time, I couldn’t help but think that people
all over the world should see this show. Thanks
to PBS, a lot of people can. I am so glad that I was
introduced to this show. I fell in love with the
story, music and characters. I was able to connect
to each of them on a very personal level, and apply the messages within the production to my life
each day. I felt truly inspired after viewing this
masterpiece.
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Natalia Majkut:
Number Nine on her Jersey,
Number One on the Court

THU 11/9
No Games

FRI 11/10
No Games

SAT 11/11
Football vs.
WilliamPatersonUniversity
1 p.m.
Women’s Swimming at
College of Staten Island
1 p.m.
Men’s Swimming at
College of Staten Island
1 p.m.
Field Hockey vs.
Franklin & Marshall
or Misericordia
(in Newport News, Va.)
2 p.m.
Women’s Hockey at
University of Pennsylvania
2:20 p.m.

SUN 11/12
Women’s Cross Country
vs. NCAA Regionals
(in Houghton, N.Y.)
TBA

MON 11/13
No Games

TUE 11/14
No Games

WED 11/15
Women’s Basketball vs.
Farmingdale State College
5:30 p.m.

Ben Caplan | The Montclarion

Montclair State’s Natalia Majkut (9) walks off the court with her team after winning a set.

“There are reasons to why I
play the way I do,” Majkut said.
“My parents immigrated here,
The Montclair State Univerand they work hard so I have
sity women’s volleyball team
the ability to do something I
fluctuated on the scoreboard
love.”
this season, but the one thing
Majkut has only been playthat remained the same was Red
ing varsity volleyball for three
Hawk Natalia Majkut’s stellar
years, but her talent would sugdefensive performance. With
gest otherwise. She pointed out
the star-player junior’s unique
that a big part of her success on
Polish background and tough
the court was because of her
academic schedule, she proved
team’s chemistry at matches.
to be a distinctive multidimenDespite having a young team
sional athlete for volleyball.
this year, Majkut believed evStanding at 6’1” with the loneryone helped build each other
gest hair on the team, Majkut is
up.
hard to miss off the court. On
“It’s competitive,” Majkut
the court this season, she stood
said, “but it’s competitive so
out with her impressive overthat you’re always pushing
all record of 288 points and 238
someone to be the best player
kills, the highest on the team.
that they can be.”
With 112 sets played, she averA crucial part of their team
aged out at 2.57 points per set.
wasn’t always just the playHowever, there’s much more
ers on the court. Players on the
to Majkut than just her notable
bench brought a specific kind of
stats. She’s a child of two Polenergy that amped up the peoish immigrants, with most of
ple behind the net.
her family still living back in
“The bench is equally as imPoland. Her individualistic
portant, sometimes even more
fluency in the Polish language
important, because of the enerbrought a cultural twist to the
gy that they bring to the game,”
team.
Majkut said. “We’re all there
“When I’m on the court and
to push each other to play betyelling, sometimes people think
ter. Without the bench, without
I’m speaking Polish because
people cheering, without the
when I talk fast, it comes out
right kind of energy, you can
more,” Majkut said. “We joked
lose every game.”
I should call out players and
A well-balanced team was
plays on the other side in Polish
really the success to the womas a distraction.”
en’s volleyball team. Though
Majkut attributed her dedithey had good chemistry on the
cation to the game in part due
court or from the bench, they
to her family’s hard work. She
had to learn how to adjust to the
hustled this season to pay tribnew team dynamic after losing
ute to her parents’ diligence.
many senior players from the
year before.
“We’ve had a lot of ups and
downs,” Majkut said. “We’re a
very young team [because] we
graduated a lot of seniors last
year, so we lost a lot of big presences on the court. It was difficult for us to kind of find an
identity moving in for this season.”
Majkut emphasized how despite having a “high-low” team,
they were still able to grow and
prove their strength. By taking it one game at a time and
following through with game
plans, they managed to pull out
big wins.
Photo courtesy of montclairathletics.com
“We learned a lot,” Majkut
Natalia Majkut was named Montclair
said. “The wins were huge. We
State’s Player of the Week back in
beat the number one team in
October.
our region, Vassar College, in
Haley Wells
Copy Assistant

three sets. That’s pretty hard to
do, so we showed that we could
beat some of the best.”
Because Montclair State is
a Division III school, the volleyball players don’t get paid or receive gear from the school. Everyone on the team paid out of
pocket for their equipment and
sacrificed study time in order to
play for free. All of the players
participated on the team solely
because they enjoyed volleyball
and genuinely wanted to play.
“I play volleyball because I
love it,” Majkut said. “None of
us that are playing are being
paid or have any scholarships
[for volleyball]. You’re there because you want to be there; no
one’s forcing you to be there.
It’s never felt like a job for me.
It’s something I willingly give
up my time [for].”
Majkut’s dedication to the
game is seen through the two

With a tough major like molecular biology and a minor in
chemistry, Majkut had a lot on
her plate this season.
“Personally for me, balancing my hectic schedule with my
classes and making sure I was
dedicating all the time that I
had to school and volleyball
equally made the season very
difficult,” Majkut said.
Majkut has been a Red
Hawks volleyball player for her
whole college career. Yet, her
favorite volleyball memory is
beating Stockton University in
last year’s semi-finals, the “craziest” and “best” game the team
has ever played.
“It was amazing seeing everyone cheering,” Majkut said.
“We ran into a huddle in the
middle of the court. Everybody
was hugging, everybody was
crying. It really felt like we won
the championship that day even

Olivia Kearns | The Montclarion

Natalia Majkut holding her All Tournament medal from the Worthington Classic.

all-tournament awards and the
New Jersey Athletic Conference (NJAC) Defensive Player
of the Week honors she’s received. She was named to the
All-Tournament Teams in both
Gallaudet and Rochester and
was recognized by NJAC for
her outstanding defensive performance for the week of October 16th, 2017.
Despite these notable rewards, Majkut stressed how she
simply just loves the game.
“I appreciate the recognition,”
Majkut said, “but ultimately,
I’m not playing for a medal. The
medals are great, but they don’t
really emphasize who I am as a
player. I play for my team, and I
play the game because I love it.”
However, balancing a sport
and college work isn’t easy.

though we had to get on a bus
and go to another game for the
finals.”
Majkut will hang up her
uniform for good next year.
Though she plans to graduate
in January of 2019, her love for
the game and especially for her
team will never crumble.
“Even when I’m not here, I’m
going to be cheering them on,”
Majkut said. “I want everybody
to just have fun and succeed.”
The volleyball season came
to a close with their unfortunate
loss against Kean University on
November 2nd. Majkut and her
teammate Lily Scanzillo ended
the season being chosen for the
All-NJAC honorable mention
while Jillian Wilson was selected for the NJAC All-Conference
second team.

Red Hawk Recap
Red Hawks Women’s Swimming: 102
Kean University: 73

Red Hawks Women’s Soccer: 0
The College of New Jersey: 1

Red Hawks Football: 13
Rowan University: 3

Red Hawks Men’s Hockey: 4
Bryant College: 2

Red Hawks Volleyball: 0
Kean University: 3

Red Hawks Women’s Hockey: 3
Villanova University: 2

Red Hawks Men’s Hockey: 8
Central Connecticut State Univertsity: 4

Red Hawks Women’s Hockey: 4
Villanova University: 1
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Room 2035 School of Communication and Media in Upper Montclair, NJ 07043

Phone 973.655.5230
Fax 973.655.7804

E-mail Montclarionsports@gmail.com

Rutgers School of Communication
and Information (SC&l)
Check out SC&l’s
Master of Communication and Media
(MCM) Program!

Connect with the
Office of International Engagement
on Social Media!

MCM Online Information Session
November 14, 2017
6:30-7:30 p.m.

 Learn about events
 See photos from Study Abroad Alumni
 Connect with Peer Advisors

Montclair State University
Study Abroad Official Page

•

7 specializations, including Public Relations

•

GRE waiver

•

Dual Degree option for Communication majors

@MontclairAbroad

@MontclairAbroad

@MontclairAbroad
HawkSync

Office of International
Engagement

For further inquiries, email us at:

studyabroad@montclair.edu

Learn more at our
MCM Online Information Session
RSVP TODAY!
comminfo.rutgers.edu/mcm
Attendees get their application fee waived!
comminfo.rutgers.edu

or come in person to the Student Center Annex Room 207
@Rutgerscomminfo #RUSCI #Rutgerscomminfo
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Red Hawks Football Victorious in
Glassboro
Red Hawks Snap Three-Game Skid With 13-3 Win Over Rowan

Sean Garvin| The Montclarion

Anthony Travisano (21) receives the handoff from John Apicella (16).

Keanan Carter
Staff Writer

The Red Hawks basked in
a victory toppling the Rowan
University Profs in Glassboro
13-3 this past Saturday, Nov. 4.
That winning sensation
evaded Coach Rick Giancola’s
squad for nearly a month after
succumbing to the most arduous portion of their schedule.
The Red Hawks were dealt the
unlucky hand of facing three
of their most formidable opponents Salisbury, Frostburg State
and Wesley in the New Jersey
Athletic Conference (NJAC)
for successive weeks. They
failed to notch a win. Now that
they were in the clear, the Red
Hawks were determined to put
their misfortunes in the rearview mirror and finish the 2017
season strong.
Rowan won the toss and
elected to defer, granting the
Red Hawks the first possession
of the game. Freshman running
back Nick Sodano returned the
opening kickoff 25 yards to the

Red Hawk 41. On the second
down from scrimmage, junior
quarterback John Apicella jump
started the drive by hooking
up with sophomore tight end
Brian Kowalczyk for a 32-yard
completion.
The Red Hawks marched
down the field into the red
zone at the Profs’ 11-yard line,
but Apicella was unable to connect with senior wide receiver
Julanee Prince on a third and
four situation, forcing the Red
Hawks to settle for a 29-yard
field goal attempt in which junior kicker Hunter Daly split
the uprights on to put the Red
Hawks on the board with a 3-0
edge. The Profs’ would wind
up answering right back on
their first series as kicker Tyler Knighton booted a 42-yard
field goal to knot the score up at
three apiece.
On their next two drives, Apicella, who completed 11 of 20
pass attempts for 95 yards and
an interception on the day, and
the Red Hawks’ offensive attack
had a tough time generating offense consistently, muddling

Sean Garvin| The Montclarion
Vincent Coradasco (91), who recorded ten tackles in the game, reaches
to bring down Rowan’s quaterback.

through in-completions or short
rushing gains. The Red Hawks
caught a break though, following senior linebacker Joshua
Betts’ blocked punt off the foot
of Rowan’s Mike Ragno. Montclair State’s sophomore Ralph
McLean recovered the ball at
the Profs’ 25-yard line, setting
the offense up with prime field
position for a go ahead score.
After a three and out, Daly
pushed his second field goal attempt from 35-yards out wide
right. Both teams were unable
to muster any points the rest of
the way in the first half, resulting in a 3-3 tie heading into the
locker rooms.
The Red Hawks dynamic
defensive unit set the tone
coming out of the gates in the
second half. On the Profs’ first
play of the third quarter, Betts
came through with a forced
fumble, jarring the ball loose
from running back Anthony
Diorio’s clutches. Three downs
later, Betts wrapped up tight
end Mika Graham for no gain
at midfield. Sophomore defensive lineman Brandon Burdge
sacked Rowan’s quarterback
Brian Furlong for a loss of six
yards on the ensuing play,
pushing the Profs’ back to own
44. Discombobulated by the
pressure created by the revitalized Red Hawks’ defense, the
Profs were slapped with a delay
of game penalty, digging themselves into an even deeper third
and 21 hole.
Sitting at their own 34 following a Profs punt, the Red
Hawks were poised to clampdown and take control of the
contest. Motivated by the defense’s high energy, running
back Anthony Travisano figured he had seen enough of
both teams trading possessions
back and forth that yielded no
points by exploding for an exhilarating 66-yard rush for a
touchdown at the 11:22 mark.
After a successful extra point by
Daly, the Red Hawks reclaimed
the lead at 10-3 and would not
relinquish it for the remainder
of the game. Daly tacked on an-

other field goal from 38-yards
out early in the fourth quarter to bolster the Red Hawks’
lead and earn himself his third
NJAC Special Teams Player of
the Week honors of the year.
The defense hunkered down,
stifling the Profs’ attack the rest
of the way while Travisano carried the bulk of the rushing load
in draining the clock en route to
a gritty 13-3 victory.
With the win, the Red Hawks
improved to 4-5 for the season

and 4-4 in NJAC competition.
They look to cap off the 2017
campaign on a high note and
attain a .500 record as they host
their rival, William Paterson,
at Sprague Field on Saturday,
Nov. 11 at 1 p.m.

Sean Garvin| The Montclarion
Hunter Daly (19) kicked 29 and 38-yard field goals in Saturday’s game
against Rowan.

Sean Garvin| The Montclarion
John Apicella (16), behind his offensive line, prepares to snap the ball.

